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Background:  Drug eluting stents are increasingly utilized during intervention. The goal of this study was to evaluate this trend in in the United States using inpatients data.  Method:  The Nationwide Inpatient Sample (NIS) database was utilized to calculate the age-adjusted rate for drug eluting stent use from 2003-2007 in the setting of STEMI in the United State using ICD-9 coding. 
Results: We found that age adjusted rate for the use of drug eluting stents in the United States initially increased from 2003 to highest level in 2006 with gradual reduction in 2007. (Age adjusted rate for the use of drug eluting stent was 8.9 per 100,000 in 2003. It increased to highest trend of 34.6 per 100.000 in 2006 with reduction to 20.3 per 100,000 in 2007).  
Conclusion: Initial higher utilization rate of drug eluting stent in the setting of STEMI did not persist. The cause of this lower trend in 2007 is not known but is probably related to the fear of higher stent thrombosis rate. 


